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A NEWSLETTER FOR THE GRAND VALLEY STATE UNIVERSITY COMMUNITY 
Public Policy Institute to look at effects of Proposal A 
In 1994, Michigan voters passed Proposal A, 
which cut property taxes by half, provided a 
minimum funding level for K-12 education, and 
introduced a formula to address funding equity 
for every state school district. In the seven years 
since the proposal became law, there have been 
seen and unforeseen consequences, pleasing 
some and leaving others unhappy. 
GVSU's Public Policy Institute will host two 
panel discussions to look at the implications of 
Proposal A from historical, political , educational, 
and business perspectives. Each presenter will 
recommend improvements to the system used 
to finance K-12 education. The event is open 
to the public, but reservations are encouraged. 
Details about the two panels are below. 
Thursday, October 18, 6-9 p.m., 
Loosemore Auditorium in the DeVos 
Center, Pew Grand Rapids Campus. 
Scheduled panelists include Sen. Bob 
Emerson (D-Flint), Rep. G. Van Woerkom 
CR-Muskegon), Grand Rapids Assistant 
City Manager for Fiscal Services Bob 
White, Grand Rapids Public Schools 
Superintendent Patricia Newby, Kent 
Intermediate School District Associate 
Superintendent Jerry Hunsberger, Frey 
Foundation President Milt Rowher, and 
GVSU Arts and Humanities Dean (and 
former state representative) Jon Jellema. 
Friday, October 19, 9 a.m.-noon, 
GVSU Meijer Holland Campus, 
515 S. Waverly Road. 
Scheduled panelists include Sen. Bob 
Emerson (D-Flint), Rep. Wayne Kuipers 
CR-Holland), Holland City Manager 
William By/, director of the 
Public Policy Institute, will 
moderate the discussions. 
Institute Director 
William By! will 
moderate both panels. 
Part of GVSU's 
Division of Continuing 
Education, the Public 
Policy Institute is a 
resource for elected 
officials and communi-
ty leaders that provides 
a forum for the 
exchange of ideas. 
To register for either 
forum, call x7180, 
e-mail 
Soren Wolff, Macatawa Area Coordinating 
Council Director Sue Higgins, Holland Public 
Schools Superintendent Marcia Bishop, 
Zeeland Public Schools Superintendent Gary 
Feenstra, Holland Area Chamber of 
Commerce Director Chris Byrnes, and 
Jellema. 
ceinfo@gvsu.edu, 
or visit the institute's Web site at 
www4.gvsu.edu/publicpolicy. 
- by Brian J. Bowe 
boweb@gvsu.edu 
-------------------------•••--------------------------
Across Campus 
Laker band heads to 
Silverdome 
The GVSU Marching Band will perform in 
the Pontiac Silverdome tonight during the 
Detroit Lions-St. Louis Rams game. 
GRAND VALLEY 
STATE UNIVERSITY 
photo by Bernadine Carey-Tucker 
The Laker Marching Band will 
perform tonight in the Pontiac 
Silverdome during the Detroit 
Lions-St. Louis Rams game. 
Barry Martin, associate professor of music and 
band director, said the Laker band will per-
form during pre-game and halftime cere-
monies. The nationally televised game will 
begin at 9 p.m. 
The band has made two previous appearances 
at Lions ' games, in 1996 and 1999. 
Agreement signed for 
future exchange programs 
with African university 
GVSU faculty and staff members have 
advanced the process of establishing exchange 
programs with a university in West Africa. 
Rebecca Chomos, director of study abroad 
programs at the Padnos International Center, 
said facu lty exchange programs with the 
University of Cape Coast, in Ghana, could be 
arranged by winter semester. Student 
exchange programs take longer to organize. 
Chomos and two faculty members, Veta Tucker 
and Steeve Buckridge, traveled to Ghana over 
the summer to sign initial paperwork. 
Tucker, associate professor of English and 
coordinator of the Af1ican and African-American 
continued on page 2 
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Across Campus 
continued from page 1 
Studies program, said Cape Coast officials are interested in teacher training 
for master's of education students. She said this might lead to an exchange 
program that brings Cape Coast students to Grand Valley, and sends GVSU 
students to Ghana for courses at the university or to teach in schools. The 
School of Education has a similar program in South Africa. 
"Cape Coast was also very interested in the latest pedagogy in programs 
that teach writing to undergraduates," Tucker said. 
Buckridge, assistant professor of history, said these initial programs pave 
the road for other academic disciplines. 
"Other programs could be developed," he said. "This fits well with 
Grand Valley's mission. The unjversity has always been a strong supporter 
of international education. There are a lot of resources here that Cape 
Coast faculty and students can take advantage of. And we also benefit by 
learning from them ." 
The impetus behind the Cape Coast program was Kwadwo Opoku-
Agyemang, a Fulbright scholar who taught at GVSU during the 
1999-2000 academic year. Opoku-Agyemang lectured on African Oral 
Literature for the English Department. 
"He enriched our lives and fueled our interest in the University of Cape 
Coast," Tucker said. 
Chomos said GVSU representatives signed new exchange agreements 
last year with universities in Germany, New Zealand, and the West 
Indies. There are long-standing exchange programs established in 11 
counties. 
Memorial service planned 
for faculty member 
Faculty and staff members are invited to a memorial service for Ram N. 
Singh from 1-2:30 p.m. today in Loosemore Auditorium at the De Vos 
Center. Singh, who was a professor of social work, died on August 3. 
A memorial scholarship has been established in Singh's name. 
Contributions to the fund, which will go toward international students 
who study social work at GVSU, can be sent to University Development, 
202C De Vos Center. President Mark Murray will match contributions. 
Counseling Center participates in 
National Depression Screening Day 
To address the prevalence of depression and increase awareness of the 
problem, the Counseling and Career Development Center will participate 
in National Depression Screening Day on Thursday, October 11 . 
Interested faculty and staff members can receive a free, confidential 
screening assessment between 9 a.m.-5 p.m. in room 204 of the Student 
Services Building. Each screening will take about 20 minutes; it will be 
followed by a consultation with a mental health professional. 
Some symptoms associated with depression are concentration problems, 
decreased energy or fatigue, thoughts related to death or suicide, and 
feelings of guilt, hopelessness, or worthlessness. 
Call the Counseling Center at x3266 for more information. 
Committee seeks nominees for 
Outstanding Teacher Award 
The Outstanding Teacher Award Committee is seeking nominees for the 
annual award given to a GVSU faculty member. 
Nominations are being accepted until Wednesday, October 31 , for the 
2002 award. Nominees must be full-time tenured or tenure-track faculty 
members. Other eligibility criteria and the selection criteria are described 
in the Faculty Handbook. 
This year's recipient was Robert Smart, assistant professor of chemistry. 
He was presented with a plaque and a cash award at the fall convocation . 
Nominations, or questions about the process, can be directed to Dave 
Tanis, associate professor of chemistry, at x2238 or by e-mail at 
tanisd@gvsu.edu. 
Correction 
An article in the October 1 Forum should have said organizers of "Blues 
on the Banks of the Grand VII" have raised $700,000 for minority 
scholarships and hope to exceed $1 mjllion at thi s year's event. 
--------------------------•••--------------------------
FORUM 
Volume 26, Number 10 
The GVSU Forum is published by the Office 
of Universi ty Communications every 
Monday when classes are in session and 
biweekly during the summer. The submis-
sion deadline is Tuesday noon. Send publica-
tion items to Michele Johnson , editor, c/o the 
forum@gvsu.edu. Telephone: 616-895-2221. 
Fax: 616-895-2250. 
Faculty and staff members can find an on line 
"Sketches" submiss ion form on the Web at 
www.gvsu.edu/online/forum/form.html. 
Grand Valley State University is an affirma-
tive action/equal opportunity institution. 
Visit GVNow, Grand Valley's daily online 
publication, on the Web at: 
www.gvnow.gvsu.edu/ 
Faculty and Staff Sketches 
Carmen L. Nochera, associate professor of 
Biomedical and Health Sciences, published an article, 
titled "Properties of an Extruded Cereal Product," in 
journal of Cereal Foods World, a peer-reviewed 
journal. This research was implemented with a grant 
awarded by GVSU. Nochera is president of Dietitians 
of West Michigan, and she recently attended the Lilly 
conference on College and University Teaching in 
Big Rapids . 
Alan Steinman, director of the Annis Water 
Resources Institute, co-wrote an article, titled 
"Periphyton Nutrient Limitation and other Potential 
Growth-controlling Factors in Lake Okeechobee, 
USA," which was published in the journal 
Hydrobiologia. 
Michael P. Lombardo, professor of biology, 
published an article, titled "Individual and Seasonal 
Variation in External Genitalia of Male Tree 
Swallows," in The Auk, the journal of the American 
Ornithologists ' Union. 
Senez Rodriguez-Charbonier, associate professor 
of psychology, conducted a seminar, titled 
"Convergent and Divergent Male-Female Roles in 
the Hispanic Community: A Cultural Perspective," in 
Grand Rapids which was attended by people from 
nine different countries. 
Melissa Morison, assistant professor of classics, 
wrote a paper, titled "Roman and Late Antique 
Ceramjcs of Southern Epirus: Results of the 
Nikopolis Survey Project," for Foundation and 
Destruction: Nikopolis and Northwestern Greece, 
published by the Danish Institute at Athens. 
Ann Keister, associate professor of art and design, 
has a one-person exhibition of textiles showing at 
Indiana University Southeast in New Albany, 
Indiana. 
What's Ahead 
Acclaimed trumpeter 
Stephen Burns takes stage 
Trumpet virtuoso and conductor Stephen Bums 
has performed with leading orchestras and in 
major concert halls from New York to Tokyo to 
Paris, and has been acclaimed on four 
continents for his widely varied performances. 
Bums will perform at GVSU at 7:30 p.m. on 
Tuesday, October 9, in the Cook-DeWitt 
Center. Sharing the program with him will be 
GVSU music faculty members Richard 
Stoelzel, trumpet, and Helen Marlais, piano. 
Bums will also provide a master class for the 
GVSU Brass Studio at 11 :30 a.m. on Monday. 
Both events are open to the public. 
Panel discussion 
on Islam planned 
The GVSU community is invited to "A Primer 
on Islam," a panel di scussion that will explore 
issues like Islamic fundamentalism, principles 
of Islam, and similarities between Islam and 
Christianity. The event is planned for Tuesday, 
October 9, from 4-6 p.m. in the Cook-DeWitt 
Center Auditorium. 
Scheduled speakers are Majd Al-Mallah, 
visiting assistant professor of Modem 
Languages and Literatures, and Ghazala Munir, 
from Kendall School of Art and Design. 
Events within the "September 11 Series" are 
sponsored by Middle East Studies, Padnos 
International Center, Pew Faculty Teaching and 
Leaming Center, and Office of Student Life. 
Russian artists featured 
at GVSU Art Gallery 
The multi-faceted works of Olga and 
Alexander Florensky, avant-garde artists from 
St. Petersburg, Russi a, will be spotlighted in a 
new exhibit at the GVSU Art Gallery. 
"Olga & Alexander Florensky: Miscellaneous" 
will run from October 8-31 at the Art Gallery, 
located in the Performing Arts Center. An 
opening reception is planned for 5-7 p.m. on 
Thursday, October 11. 
In addition, the husband-and-wife artistic team 
will present a lecture at 6 p.m. on Wednesday, 
October 10, at the Urban Institute for 
Contemporary Arts, 41 Sheldon Blvd. SE in 
Grand Rapids. The focus of their talk will be 
works on exhibit at GVSU. 
Both the opening reception and lecture are 
open to the public free of charge. Art Gallery 
hours are Monday-Friday, 10 a.m.-5 p.m.; 
Thursdays, 10 a.m.-7 p.m. 
The Florenskys have been exhibited widely in 
Russia and Europe; however, their show at 
GVSU represents their first trip to the United 
States. Their work crosses boundaries and 
covers many mediums - including sculpture, 
painting, architecture, conceptual work, and 
poetry - to express the couple's experience of 
their native land. A suite of their prints that is 
part of Grand Valley's permanent collection 
will be part of the exhibit. 
AAUP chapter to host 
national speaker 
Mary Burgan, general secretary of the 
American Association of University Professors, 
will speak at a lecture hosted by the GVSU 
Chapter of AAUP on Wednesday, October 10. 
Burgan's address will begin at 5 p.m. in the 
Alumni House and Visitor Center. Her topic is 
titled "Working Together: A Vision for the 21st 
Century University." A reception will follow. 
For more information, call Cliff Welch at 
262-9710, or e-mail gvsu-aaup@home.com. The 
Web address is http://members.home.net/gvsu-
aaup/ 
Arts at Noon presents solo 
music-theatre performance 
Grand Valley's Arts 
at Noon Series brings 
to audiences a one-
man musical melo-
drama by actor Andy 
Kirshner, a professor 
of performing arts 
and technology at 
The University of 
Michigan. 
Kirshner combines 
music, poetry, Andy Kirshner 
performance art, 
opera, electronic media and old-fashioned 
storytelling in his music-theatre works, which 
have won numerous awards and fellowships 
and are performed widely throughout the 
United States. 
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"Who It Is," dealing with theme of race and the 
American experience, will be presented at noon 
on Wednesday, October 10, at the Louis 
Armstrong Theatre, PAC. 
Author, GVSU alumnus 
to speak about farm life 
Arthur Versluis, author of the new book Island 
Farm, will discuss "Nature and the Family 
Farm," on 
Tuesday, 
October 30, from 
1-3 p.m. in the 
Art Gallery of 
the Performing 
Arts Center. His 
talk is open to 
the public. 
Versluis is 
currently an 
associate 
professor of 
American 
Arthur Versluis 
Thought and Language at Michigan State 
University. He is a Grand Rapids native and a 
GVSU graduate. Versluis earned a doctorate 
degree from The University of Michigan. 
He will speak about the Versluis family farm, 
which is located on Grand Rapids' west side. 
The title of his book refers to how the city has 
grown and surrounded the farm, before and dur-
ing Versluis's lifetime. In the book, he discusses 
many environmental issues surrounding 
farming, as well as the urban sprawl enveloping 
the Versluis farm and orchards. 
Copies of his book will be available in the 
GVSU University Bookstore. Versluis's visit is 
sponsored by the Nature-Theme General 
Education Group and the Writing Department. 
'Michigan Mud' comes to campus 
Registrations are now being taken for a 
daylong pottery and ceramics event featuring 
demonstrations by noted sculptors and potters. 
Michigan Mud 2001 will be featured on 
Friday, October 19, from 9:30 a.m.-6 p.m. at 
the Calder Art Center. Registration, open to 
the general public, is $40 per person and $15 
for full-time students. To register by phone, 
call Amy Lowell of the Michigan Potters ' 
Association at 248-698-4481 or pick up a 
form at the Calder Art Center Ceramic Studio. 
Check-in and on-site registration begin at 
8:30 a.m. the day of the event. 
Michigan Mud 2001 is sponsored by GVSU 
in conjunction with the Michigan Potters ' 
Association. This year marks the first year 
that the statewide event will be held on the 
west side of the state, said Daleene Menning, 
professor of art and design at GVSU. 
Menning expects about 400 participants from 
all over Michigan and nearby states to attend 
the premiere pottery event. More than a dozen 
colleges and universities will bring student 
ceramic work to exhibit in the lobby areas of 
the Calder Art Center. Featured presenters 
will also have work for sale. 
Internationally acclaimed ceramist Rimas 
VisGirda, who has a studio in Champaign, Ill. , 
and 15 well-known Michigan and Ohio 
ceramists will offer demonstrations and 
lectures throughout the event. 
The day 's focus is on surface treatment, with 
demonstrations and presentations on such 
techniques as slip transfers from photo copies, 
silk screening, majolica, underglaze colors, 
wax inlay, raku and multi-fire techniques. 
Throwing, hand building, slab construction 
and other clay techniques will also be 
explored. 
The registration fee includes complimentary 
refreshments at 4 p.m. A deli lunch is 
available at the event for $7 (if supplies last), 
or attendees may bring a lunch or visit 
GVSU's nearby food court. 
••• 
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ALENDAR OF 
General Events 
Arts Hotline: (616) 895-ARTS 
Gallery Hours: Mon.-Fri. 10 a.m.-5 p.m., 
Thurs. 10 a.m.-7 p.m. 
Mon., Oct. 8-Wed., Oct. 31 
Gallery hours: "Olga & Alexander Florensky: 
Miscellaneous." Contemporary works by 
avant-garde artists from St. Petersburg, 
Russia. Art Gallery, PAC. For more 
information call x2564. 
Mon., Oct. 8 
1-2:30 p.m. : Memorial service for Ram N. 
Singh, professor of social work. 
Loosemore Auditorium, De Vos Center. 
1-3 p.m.: Master Class Series. Stephen Bums 
presents a master class for brass students. 
Sherman Van Solkema Recital Hall , PAC. 
For more information call x3484. 
7 p.m.: Grand Valley Writers Series. Heather 
Sellers and Richard Robbins will read from 
their works. 154 LSH. Call x3 l 99 for more 
information. 
Tues., Oct. 9 
4-5 p.m. : Counseling and Career Development 
Center, Concerns With Food (6 sessions). 
204 STU. For more information call 
x3266. 
4:30 p.m.: School of Education Lecture 
Series with Gerald W. Bracey, national 
education consultant and author. EC. Call 
x2091 for more information. 
5:30-8 p.m.: Van Andel Global Trade Center. 
Language for Professionals - Chinese, 
French and Spanish. Six-week program. 
297C DeVos Center, Pew Campus. For 
more information call x68 l l. 
7-9 p.m.: Campus Wellness. CPR re-certifica-
tion. 417 EC. For more information call 
x3659. 
7:30 p.m.: Guest Artist Series, trumpet virtuoso 
Stephen Bums and GVSU faculty members 
Richard Stoelzel and Helen Marlais. CDC. 
For more information call x3484. 
Wed., Oct. 10 
12 noon : Arts at Noon Series. Actor Andy 
Kirshner presents "Who Is It?" Louis 
Armstrong Theatre, PAC. Call x3484 for 
more information. 
5-7 p.m.: American Association of University 
Professors reception featuring Mary 
Burgan, general secretary of AAUP. AH. 
For more information call 616-262-9710. 
6 p.m.: Art Gallery Lecture, with Olga and 
Alexander Florensky. Urban Institute for 
Contemporary Art, 41 Sheldon SE, Grand 
Rapids. 
8-10 p.m.: Campus Wellness. "How To" Rock 
Climbing Clinic. Climbing Center. For 
more information call x3659. 
Thurs., Oct. 11 
8:30-12 noon : Van Andel Global Trade Center 
presentation, "Harmonized Classification 
System." 201C DEV. For more information 
call x6811. 
4-5 p.m.: Counseling and Career 
Development Center. How to Get There 
From Here - Planning for Graduate and 
Professional Education. 204 STU. For 
more information call x3266. 
5-7 p.m.: Opening reception for "Olga & 
Alexander Florensky: Miscellaneous" art 
exhibit. Art Gallery, PAC. Call x2564 for 
more information. 
7 p.m.: Shakespeare Festival Student Scholars 
Competition Awards Ceremony. Reception 
follows. CDC. Call x2300 for information. 
8 p.m.: Hauenstein Center for Presidential 
Studies exhibition premiere of "Lincoln : A 
Personal Journey" and the Lincoln Lecture 
Series. Michael Beschloss will lecture. 
Gerald R. Ford Museum, Grand Rapids. 
Call x2770 for ticket information. 
Fri., Oct. 12 
4:30-7 p.m.: University Club Octoberfest 
TGIF Downtown. An evening of jazz with 
Bennie Beretta and William Huyge. 
University Club Room, DeVos Center. 
7 p.m. : Shakespeare Film Festival featuring 
"A Midsummer Night's Dream." Tickets 
$5 (available at door). Meijer Theatre, Van 
Andel Museum Center, 272 Pearl NW, 
Grand Rapids. Call x2300 for information. 
Sat., Oct. 13-Sun., Oct. 14 
9 a.m.-5 p.m.: Shakespeare Festival Renaissance 
Faire. Food, dancing, music, juggling, 
archery and fencing demonstrations. Free 
admission. Cook Carillon Tower. For more 
information call x2300. 
Sun., Oct. 14 
3 p.m.: Music Department Concert. GVSU 
Symphonic Wind Ensemble conducted by 
Barry Martin. LAT, PAC. For more 
information call x3484. 
VENTS 
Sports 
Sports Hotline: (616) 895-3800. 
Game times subject to change. 
Fri., Oct. 12 
1 p.m.: Women's Soccer at Northern 
Michigan Uni versity, Marquette. 
3 p.m.: Women's Tennis at Saginaw Valley 
State University, University City. 
7 p.m.: Volleyball. Wayne State University at 
GVSU. 
Sat., Oct. 13 
1 p.m.: Football at University of Indianapolis. 
1 p.m.: Swimming and Diving. Blue and 
White lntrasquad at GVSU. 
4 p.m.: Volleyball. Hillsdale College at 
GVSU. 
Sun., Oct. 14 
2 p.m. : Women's Soccer at Northwood 
University, Midland . 
Your gift 
impacts 
more lives 
than you 
ever thought 
possible! 
• United Way. 
The Way YOU Care. 
Community by Community. 
www.unitedwaycares.com 
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